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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement file on January 1 1 , 
2005 have been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449 form or 
PTO/SB/08A and 08 forms). 

Specification 

2. Abstract is objected because it appears to be word for word same as claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8, 10-23, 25-38, and 40-41 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Amirijoo et al. (U.S.Pub-20030050097). 

Regarding claim 1 , Amirijoo teaches a method of validating user equipment for a 
multimedia broadcast service (fig.5-6, paragraph 0055, 0090-0091), comprising 
allocating a unique identifier value to a user equipment (paragraph 0031), the unique 
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identifier value being in a range of values reserved for said multimedia broadcast 
service (fig.8, paragraph 0055, 0096-0097). 

Regarding claim 2, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 wherein there 
is a plurality of multimedia broadcast services (fig. 5-6), there being a non-overlapping 
range of values reserved for each respective multimedia broadcast service (paragraph 
0052,0096-0097). 

Regarding claim 3, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 wherein the 
unique identifier value is based on a unique factor for the multimedia broadcast service 
(fig.5-6, paragraph 0006, 0055). 

Regarding claim 4, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 wherein the 
unique identifier value is based on a unique identifier of the user equipment (paragraph 
0031-0032, 0064). 

Regarding claim 5, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 4 wherein the 
unique identifier value of the user equipment comprises an IMSI (paragraph 0031-0032, 
0064). 
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Regarding claim 6, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 4 wherein the 
unique identifier value of the user equipment comprises a user equipment specific 
identification (paragraph 0064-0065). 

Regarding claim 7, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 wherein the 
unique identifier value is based on a unique factor for the multimedia broadcast service 
(paragraph 0031-0032, 0064). 

Regarding claim 8, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 7 wherein the 
unique factor for the multimedia broadcast service comprises a service identifier 
(paragraph 0031-0032, 0064). 

Regarding claim 9, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 wherein the 
unique identifier is based on a combination of a factor associated with the multimedia 
broadcast service, an identifier of the multimedia broadcast service, and an identifier of 
the user equipment (paragraph 0031-0032, 0064). 
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Regarding claim 10, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 wherein 
said unique identifier value is transmitted from the user equipment to an associated 
network during multimedia broadcast service counting (fig.5-6, paragraph 0019, 0033, 
0091). 

Regarding claim 11, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 10 wherein 
said multimedia broadcast service counting determines a number of user equipment 
associated with the multimedia broadcast service (fig.5-6, paragraph 0019, 0033, 0091). 

Regarding claim 12, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 1 wherein 
there is provided a threshold value corresponding to a predetermined number of user 
equipment (fig.5-6, paragraph 0019, 0033, 0091), wherein if the threshold is exceeded 
the multimedia broadcast service counting is terminated (fig.3, paragraph 0033). 

Regarding claim 13, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 1 wherein 
the number of user equipment associated with the multimedia broadcast service is used 
to determine whether the broadcast uses point-to-point or point-to-multipoint channels 
(fig.3-6, paragraph 0033, 0098). 
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Regarding claim 14, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 13 wherein 
there is provided a threshold value corresponding to a predetermined number of user 
equipment, wherein if the threshold value is exceeded a point-to-multipoint channel is 
used (fig.3-6, paragraph 0033, 0098). 

Regarding claim 15, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 wherein 
said unique identifier is transmitted as part of a group membership report message 
(paragraph 0096-0097). 

Regarding claim 1 6, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 1 0 wherein 
the unique identifier value is transmitted from the user equipment when the user 
equipment is an idle mode (paragraph 0013, 0020). 

Regarding claim 17, Amirijoo teaches a method according to claim 10 wherein 
the unique identifier value is transmitted from the user equipment when the user 
equipment is in a URA_PCH mode (paragraph 0013-0015). 

Regarding claim 18, Amirijoo teaches a user equipment configured to validate a 
multimedia broadcast service (fig.5-6, paragraph 0055, 0090-0091), comprising means 
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for determining a unique identifier value for the user equipment (paragraph 0031), the 
unique identifier value being in a range of values reserved for said multimedia broadcast 
service (fig.8, paragraph 0055, 0096-0097). 

Regarding claim 19, Amirijoo teaches a user equipment according to claim 18 
wherein there is further provided means for transmitting said unique identifier to a radio 
access network in which the user equipment is connected (fig. 1-6, paragraph 0051). 

Regarding claim 20, Amirijoo teaches a user equipment according to claim 18 
wherein the unique identifier is based on a unique factor for the multimedia broadcast 
service (fig.5-6, paragraph 0006, 0055). 

Regarding claim 21 , Amirijoo teaches a user equipment according to claim 20 
wherein the unique factor is received from a core network (fig. 1-6, paragraph 0051, 
0055-0056). 

Regarding claim 22, Amirijoo teaches a user equipment according to claim 18 
wherein the unique identifier is based on a unique identifier of the user equipment 
(paragraph 0031-0032, 0064). 
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Regarding claim 23, Amirijoo teaches a user equipment according to claim 18 
wherein the unique identifier is based on a unique identifier for the multimedia broadcast 
service (paragraph 0031-0032, 0064). 

Regarding claim 24, Amirijoo teaches a user equipment according to claim 18 
wherein the unique identifier is based on a combination of a factor associated with the 
multimedia broadcast service, an identifier of the multimedia broadcast service, and an 
identifier of the user equipment (paragraph 0096-0097). 

Regarding claim 25, Amirijoo teaches a user equipment according to claim 18 
wherein the unique identifier value is transmitted from the user equipment when the 
user equipment is an idle mode (paragraph 0013, 0020). 

Regarding claim 26, Amirijoo teaches a user equipment according to claim 18 
wherein the unique identifier value is transmitted from the user equipment when the 
user equipment is an active mode (paragraph 0013, 0020). 
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Regarding claim 27, Amirijoo teaches a network element adapted to validate a 
user equipment in a multimedia broadcast service (fig.5-6, paragraph 0055, 0090-0091 ), 
comprising means for receiving a unique identifier value for the user equipment from the 
user equipment (paragraph 0031 ), and means for determining if the unique identifier 
value is in a range of values reserved for said multimedia broadcast service (fig.8, 
paragraph 0055, 0096-0097). 

Regarding claim 28, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 27, 
comprising a radio access network element (fig. 1-6, paragraph 0051). 

Regarding claim 29, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 28, 
wherein the network element receives the range of values from the core network 
(paragraph 0051-0052). 

Regarding claim 30, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 27 
further adapted to transmit to the user equipment a unique factor for the multimedia 
broadcast service (paragraph 0055-0056), wherein the unique identifier value for the 
user equipment is based on the unique factor (fig.5-6, paragraph 0006, 0055). 
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Regarding claim 31 , Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 27 
wherein the network element comprises a radio access element further adapted to 
receive the unique factor from a core network (fig. 1-6, paragraph 0051-0052). 

Regarding claim 32, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 27 
further adapted to transmit to a unique identifier of the multimedia broadcast service 
(paragraph 0006, 0031), wherein the unique identifier value for the user equipment is 
based on the unique identifier of the service (fig. 5-6, paragraph 0006, 0031-0032, 
0064). 

Regarding claim 33, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 32, 
wherein the network element comprises a radio access element further adapted to 
receive the unique factor from a core network (fig. 1-6, paragraph 0051-0052). 

Regarding claim 34, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 27 
further comprising means for counting a number of unique identifier values received 
(paragraph 0096-0097). 
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Regarding claim 35, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 34 
wherein there is provided a threshold value corresponding to a predetermined number 
of user equipment (fig.5-6, paragraph 0019, 0033, 0091), wherein if the threshold is 
exceeded the counting is terminated (fig.3, paragraph 0033). 

Regarding claim 36, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 34 
wherein the number of user equipment associated with the multimedia broadcast 
service is used to determine whether the broadcast uses point-to-point or point-to- 
multipoint channels (fig.3-6, paragraph 0033, 0098). 

Regarding claim 37, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 34 
wherein there is provided a threshold value corresponding to a predetermined number 
of user equipment, wherein if the threshold value is exceeded a point-to-multipoint 
channel is used (fig.3-6, paragraph 0033, 0098). 

Regarding claim 38, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 27 
wherein said unique identifier value is received as part of a group membership report 
message (paragraph 0096-0097). 
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Regarding claim 40, Amirijoo teaches a network element according to claim 27 
wherein if a received unique identifier value is not in the defined range it is ignored 
(paragraph 0096-0097). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 39, 41 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Reitberger (U.S.Pat-5218717) discloses Simulcast transmission system with 
improved synchronizing system. 

Smith et al. (U.S.Pub-20040198413) discloses Wireless communication device 
with call management capability and method therefor. 

Hall et al. (U.S.Pat-6473422) discloses Communications network and method for 
screening incoming circuit switched calls. 

Maggenti et al. (U.S.Pub-20040179689) discloses Communication device for 
providing security in a group communication network. 



Conclusion 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khai M. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
571 .272.7923. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on 571 .272.7922. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571.273.8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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